Isaiah 44:6-23
The Incomparable Yahweh’s Unexpected Contrast
Goals for this Bible Study:

1) To know God more through His revelation in the book of Isaiah, especially Isaiah 40-48
2) To consciously apply the truths which He intended through the Book of Isaiah
3) Understand the significance of and application of Isaiah 40:12-31’s revelation of the Incomparable God  as the solution to idolatry
Expectations:  1.5 hours this week of preparation/reading in order to contribute meaningfully to discussion
· Homework:  

1) Read Isaiah 40-43 once.  Read Isaiah 44 twice asking yourself the question, “What does Israel need to remember to avoid the same condition that got her into exile?”  

2) Be prepared to share 2 examples of how you fulfilled your role as an “ideal” servant (Is 42:1-8) because the Incomparable God redeemed you and opened your blind eyes and deaf ears.

3) Come prepared to share at least  1) 2-3 new insights you learned, 2) 2-3 ways you need to apply the lesson.
· Review:

· Isaiah 40:1-11 is the introduction to Isaiah 40-48  

· Isaiah 40:5 is the thematic center of the introduction:  The glory of Yahweh will be revealed. The glory of the Yahweh is His work in history and redemption that exalts Him alone as the only deity.  He is The Holy One.  The Incomparable God.   Understanding this brings comfort.

· Isaiah 40:12-27— Yahweh’s rhetorical questions regarding 1) His unlimited power, 2) His unmatched wisdom, and 3) His uncontested control to declare that He alone is God.  As a result of believing this His people were not to fear/worry but they were to respond in trust.  This trust would then result in comfort.   This passage could be summarized as Yahweh’s  loving confrontation of His people in order to prepare them to see that He alone as God.

· Is 41—The preparation of the nations for “gods on trial!”  Yahweh will provide three irrefutable witnesses to the nations to that declare that He alone is God, (1) A fear evoking force—the discriminating Cyrus, (2) A praise offering people—the exalted and rescued remnant of Israel, (3) A mouth shutting act-- the irreproducible foretelling of events 
· Is 42—Yahweh’s unimaginable plan is to use the blind and deaf witness, Israel, to testify that He alone is God.  This plan involves these three mind blowing steps…1) A miraculous transformation (The contrast between 42:1-9, and 42:18-22).  This results in 2) an invigorated new creation (Is 42:1-9) for the purpose of  3) Influencing all the nations in providing healing (42:7) and engendering praise of Yahweh (42:10-13).
· Is 43—Yahweh will accomplish His unimaginable plan (transformation of a blind and deaf witness) through REDEMPTION which includes the aspects of 1) Ownership 2) Protection 3) Substitutionary Deliverance 4) Affection 5) Restoration 6) Purpose 7) Forgiveness 8) Abundance

· Introduction:
Question:  What’s wrong with the following statement?  

“The Incomparable Yahweh is like….”
Question:  Besides establishing the superiority of his own case and evidence in a trial, what else would a good attorney do? 

· Presentation of the Text  (Suggestion:  Print out this text.  As you fill out the questions and table on the next page, have this text next to it.
Isaiah 44:6-23
6“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
‘I am the first and I am the last,
And there is no God besides Me. 
7‘Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it;
Yes, let him recount it to Me in order,
From the time that I established the ancient nation.
And let them declare to them the things that are coming
And the events that are going to take place. 
8‘Do not tremble and do not be afraid;
Have I not long since announced it to you and declared it?
And you are My witnesses.
Is there any God besides Me,
Or is there any other Rock?
I know of none.’ ”

9(Note the heavy sarcasm and irony in these verses) Those who fashion a graven image are all of them futile, and their precious things are of no profit; even their own witnesses fail to see or know, so that they will be put to shame. 10Who has fashioned a god or cast an idol to no profit? 11Behold, all his companions will be put to shame, for the craftsmen themselves are mere men. Let them all assemble themselves, let them stand up, let them tremble, let them together be put to shame.
12The man shapes iron into a cutting tool and does his work over the coals, fashioning it with hammers and working it with his strong arm. He also gets hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and becomes weary. 

13Another shapes wood, he extends a measuring line; he outlines it with red chalk. He works it with planes and outlines it with a compass, and makes it like the form of a man, like the beauty of man, so that it may sit in a house. 14Surely he cuts cedars for himself, and takes a cypress or an oak and raises it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and the rain makes it grow. 
5Then it becomes something for a man to burn, so he takes one of them and warms himself; he also makes a fire to bake bread. He also makes a god and worships it; he makes it a graven image and falls down before it.16Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he eats meat as he roasts a roast and is satisfied. He also warms himself and says, “Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire.” 17But the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven image. He falls down before it and worships; he also prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god.”
18They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend. 19No one recalls, nor is there knowledge or understanding to say, “I have burned half of it in the fire and also have baked bread over its coals. I roast meat and eat it. Then I make the rest of it into an abomination, I fall down before a block of wood!” 20He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside. And he cannot deliver himself, nor say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” (Notice that the idol maker will ultimately experience that his idol cannot save him but he does not ask then the logical question:  “Have I been deceived?”)
21“Remember these things, O Jacob,
And Israel, for you are My servant;
I have formed you, you are My servant,
O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me.
22“I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud
And your sins like a heavy mist.
Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”
23Shout for joy, O heavens, for the Lord has done it!
Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth;
Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it;
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob
And in Israel He shows forth His glory.
QUESTION:  What is the primary assertion of verse 6-8?

QUESTION:  To what do we typically compare God?  i.e. God is like_______________. 
QUESTION:  Isaiah 44:9 begins to distill a comparison that can be made with all that we have seen about God so far in Isaiah 40-44.  Is the comparison between God and idols or God and idol makers?
QUESTION:  Whom do the idol makers represent? (cf. 44:11 key off the phrase “assemble themselves together”--Where have you seen this terminology before --41:1; 43:9).
Isaiah 44:9-20 gives a blistering sarcastic treatment of idol makers and their idols.  This is the most extensive castigation of idol makers that we have seen so far.  Shorter examples were in Isaiah 40:18-20 and 41:5-7.  Thus idol makers “do” things for their gods.  But we have also seen up to this point what the true incomparable God, Yahweh does in creation and in particularly for His people.  In the table below contrast what idol makers do for their gods and what Yahweh does in creation and for His people.  The best way to begin to see the contrast is to key on similar terminology.  For example, Yahweh “measures” the heavens in 40:12, 22 and the idol makers “measure” their god in 44:13.  Also think about how you tend to “shore” up your own gods.


	Folly of Man 

Idol Makers and their “witnesses” (“gods”)

To complete the following this table use Is 44:9-17; 40:18-20; 41:5-7                 
	Glory of Yahweh

Yahweh and His Witnesses (His people)

To complete this section use Is 40:12-31; 41-42 -43

Look for verbs like “chooses” “stretches out” “forms” 

	What do idol makers do with their “god?”
	With what results /

To what end?
	What does Yahweh do?
	With what results? /

To what end?

	Measures god/stretches out a string (44:13)
chooses a wood to make god that doesn’t rot (40:20)
Others that you observe…. 
*

*

*

*
	god is right height
god doesn’t rot for a while

	Measures the heavens /Stretches out the heavens (40:12, 22)
Calls/chooses individuals/stars by name (44:1-2; 40:26; 41:8)

	 His creative power is displayed
the individuals/stars do his bidding (Cyrus 41:2),  Lack of fear (41:10)



QUESTION:  After this discussion, what is Yahweh wanting His people to remember (verse 44:21.  What are “these things”)?

POINT:  The ultimate “adversary” of Yahweh is not other “gods” it is the people who generate idols.  Our “idols” have no intrinsic power or value they are ultimately reduced by Yahweh to mere products of the real adversaries of Yahweh—people who manufacture idols (even  in their hearts!!!  cf.  James 4:4-5)

QUESTION:  Why are “idol makers” the enemy of Yahweh?

QUESTION:  How should we respond to this as His people?

POINT:  Yahweh’s unexpected contrast in showing forth man’s folly and His own greatness is meant to get His people to “return to Him.”  Yahweh is engendering “repentance” from idolatry through these chapters.  As His people “see” the redemption He is offering and the “folly” of their ways, they are to return to Him alone as their God!  As they becoming “seeing, hearing, and knowing,” witnesses of the one true God, they are to burst forth in shouting and joy because of the Incomparable Yahweh and His redemption!

QUESTION:  How does this impact you?
******SPOILERS*******
· Introduction:

Question:  What’s wrong with the following statement?  

“The Incomparable Yahweh is like….”

Notice that “Incomparable” means unlike anything else…so when we say God is “like” this or that then we are “comparing” him to something/someone and thus demeaning God.  
Question:  Besides establishing the superiority of his own case and evidence in a trial, what else would a good attorney do? 
Demolish the case of the other attorney.  God will do that in this text with idols
QUESTION:  What is the primary assertion of verse 6-8?

There is no one/ nothing like Yahweh
QUESTION:  To what do we typically compare God?  i.e. God is like_______________. 
God is like a very good man.  God is like the president.  God is like a powerful King.  God is like this pleasure or that power or this possession…We make God in our image and desires…
QUESTION:  Isaiah 44:9 begins to distill a comparison that can be made with all that we have seen about God so far in Isaiah 40-44.  Is the comparison between God and idols or God and idol makers?
God is going to make a comparison of men who make their gods in man’s image and God who makes men in his image.  These men who make gods in their image are “futile.”  The surprising contrast is not precisely between God and idols but God and idol makers--man.
QUESTION:  Whom do the idol makers represent? (cf. 44:11); Where have you seen this terminology before (41:1; 43:9)?

They represent the idolatrous nations that are fearing and trembling before Cyrus the Persian.   Who are making their gods in their own images.  Note the similar terminology of “gather together, stand up and do something” (v. 44:11; 41:143:9).  The “Witnesses” of the idol makers are the blind, deaf speechless idols which can do nothing.  The “witness” of Yahweh will be the living, breathing, praising, people of God.
Isaiah 44:9-20 gives a blistering sarcastic treatment of idol makers and their idols.  This is the most extensive castigation of idol makers that we have seen so far.  Shorter examples were in Isaiah 40:18-20 and 41:5-7.  Thus idol makers “do” things for their gods.  But we have also seen up to this point what the true incomparable God, Yahweh does in creation and in particularly for His people.  In the table below contrast what idol makers do for their gods and what Yahweh does in creation and for His people.  The best way to begin to see the contrast is to key on similar terminology.  For example, Yahweh “measures” the heavens in 40:12, 22 and the idol makers “measure” their god in 44:13.  Also think about how you tend to “shore” up your own gods.



	Folly of Man 

Idol Makers and their “witnesses” (“gods”)

To complete the following this table use Is 44:9-17; 40:18-20; 41:5-7                 
	Glory of Yahweh

Yahweh and His Witnesses (His people)

To complete this section use Is 40:12-31; 41-42 -43

Look for verbs like “chooses” “stretches out” “forms” 

	What do idol makers do with their “god?”
	With what results /

To what end?
	What does Yahweh do?
	With what results? /

To what end?

	1.  Measures god/stretches out a string (44:13)

2.  chooses a wood to make god that doesn’t rot (40:20)

3.  Secures/upholds/ forms god with nails/soldering (41:7; 44:13) by using his “strong arm” (44:12; 41:6-7)

4.  Makes a sharp tool to make his god (44:12)

5.  beautifies his god (Is 44:13, 40:19) 

6. Sells his gods (44:10)

7.  worships it; asks it to deliver him 44:17


	1.  god is right height

2.  god doesn’t rot for a while

3. god doesn’t totter.  Who would want a tottering god? (
4.  cuts his god’s shape

5.  god looks good and sits as a decoration in a house

6. Makes money

7.  god does nothing

Ultimately:   44:19-20, The idol maker feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside and the idol cannot deliver him or he is not aware enough to say, “there is a lie in my right hand as I hold this statue of the god I made”
	1.  Measures the heavens /Stretches out the heavens (40:12, 22)

2. Calls/chooses individuals/stars by name (44:1-2; 40:26; 41:8)

3.  Strengthens/upholds (41:10)/ forms (43:7, 44:21) His people by his strong arm 

4.  Makes His people a sharp tool for ministry (41:15-16)

5.  Beautifies his people (44:4-5; 23)

6.  Redeems/buys his people (43:1; 44:22-23)

7.  Deliverers His people


	1.  His creative power is displayed

2.  the individuals/stars do his bidding (Cyrus 41:2),  Lack of fear (41:10)

3. God does not become weary and His people are strengthened (40:28; 41:10)

4. Effective witnesses for Yahweh

5. His people are a testimony/witness for His glory 

6.  Creation and His people shout for praise (44:22-23)

7.  His people worship Him alone!

Ultimately:  God makes a servant/a witness who is not deceived and is bringing those in deception out of it (Is 42:1-13)




QUESTION:  After this discussion, what is Yahweh wanting His people to remember (verse 21.  What are “these things”)?

Remember the contrast between God making/forming man and man making and forming God.  Futile Israel had been “burned” (in exile) for precisely this reason.  
POINT:  The ultimate “adversary” of Yahweh is not other “gods” it is the people who generate idols.  Our “idols” have no intrinsic power or value they are ultimately reduced by Yahweh to mere products of the real adversaries of Yahweh—people who manufacture idols (even  in their hearts!!!  cf.  James 4:4-5)

QUESTION:  Why are “idol makers” the enemy of Yahweh?

God is the one who makes his own image and forms his people.  People do not make gods.  When they do it is entirely futile!  When we engage in this activity…idolatry, we are adversaries of God in that we are opposing the way He has ordered Creator/Creature.
QUESTION:  How should we respond to this as His people?

Various application answers that orient around seeing more clearly the futility of idolatry and how we foolishly try to shore up the god of are making and we become weary in doing so….. (Is 40:27-31)
POINT:  Yahweh’s unexpected contrast in showing forth man’s folly and His own greatness is meant to get His people to “return to Him.”  Yahweh is engendering “repentance” from idolatry through these chapters.  As His people “see” the redemption He is offering and the “folly” of their ways, they are to return to Him alone as their God!  As they becoming “seeing, hearing, and knowing,” witnesses of the one true God, they are to burst forth in shouting and joy because of the Incomparable Yahweh and His redemption!

QUESTION:  How does this impact you?

Various application answers
Contrast





Contrast








